Warradale Primary School

Keynes Ave Warradale 5046 - (08) 8296 2678 - dl.0933.admin@schools.sa.edu.au

Teaching and Learning Update Friday 25 June 2021

KEY DATES & REMINDERS
Term 2 Planner 2021)

Governing Council Committees - 7.00pm Monday 21 June (Week 9)
Governing Council - 7.00pm Monday 28 June (Week 10)
End of Term - Early dismissal - 2.10pm Friday 2 July (Week 10)

From our 6/7 classrooms...

English
Our 6/7 classes are implementing the Short Story English curriculum unit provided by the Department. The

unit involves students using oral language, developing tier 2 and 3 vocabulary, predicting, clarifying,
questioning, summarising, developing comprehension and setting individual goals. On the pupil free day, 6/7
teachers provided feedback on these units to Jane and Renee from the Department’s curriculum support
team.

HASS - History
In HASS, students have focussed on History and created an informative presentation about an Ancient

Civilisation of their choice. Students were provided with the success criteria in a rubric and used this to
structure their assignment. This has continued to build on students’ research and independent work skills.

Visual Art - Scrapbooking

All students were given a scrapbook and they have creatively designed the pages to detail their time at
Warradale Primary and their lives so far. Students have shown enthusiasm and creativity throughout this
process and it is intended that these will provide a nice memory for students to walk away with at the end of
the year. A number of parents have volunteered their time to help in the classroom during this time and it has
been very much appreciated by the teachers and students.

Festival of Music Choir

The choir has been working hard to get ready for their
performance at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre Arena
on Friday 10 September. Earlier this term the choir was
assessed - they performed at a high standard and were
graded at a ‘solid B’. A rehearsal day is scheduled for 25
August, which will give our students the opportunity to
practice at the Entertainment Centre with the other
schools involved. We would like to thank our wonderful
choir teachers, Kelly Doddridge and Natalie Scheepers,
who have taught the students the large repertoire
required for the performance.




Introducing New Vocabulary
From Lachlan Davidson, Speech Pathologist

In my last communication piece | talked about ‘why’ it’s important to teach our children new words.
In this update, | now want you to think about ‘what’ words we teach our children and ‘how’ we teach
them new words.

Generally, when we speak to children using simple language we don’t always use descriptive or ‘more
interesting” words. Think about the word ‘eat’ compared to the more interesting variations ‘munch’ or
‘nibble’. This is where books are an important tool as they include lots of interesting words that we
can expose our children to. When reading stories, it’s important that we regularly stop and do some
targeted talking (explicit teaching) about these words.

When teaching new words, aim to describe the word using simple language that children will
understand, and teach the new word using a variety of methods and cues (e.g. spoken, visual,
physical). Using a range of methods is engaging and encourages children to be more involved in the
learning and link words to their current knowledge.

It’s useful to follow a simple method for introducing new words to your children using a ‘do, define,
revise’ strategy. Focus on at least one word in a book you are reading at night with your child. Some
tips and tricks for applying this strategy are below, along with an example using the word ‘selfish’. |
have also modelled an example of how to use this strategy in the video link below, using the word
‘munching’.

VIDEO: How to introduce vocabulary

Define the word using simple language:

If you’re not sure how to give a simple definition, Google the word, then try and change the dictionary
definition using simple language

Example: To be selfish means to only think about yourself and not think about others.

Show what the word means:

> Act it out using lots of gestures.

> Look at pictures or videos that show what the word means.

> Give real life examples where possible.
Example: Demonstrate what selfish means by playing out a scenario with toys/fake food (e.g. the
adult hogging all of the toys and keeping them from the children).
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